In many places the pagan celebration continued in its external forms and simply replaced the pagan Adonis by the Christian Jesus, the natural background and the rejoicing at the resuscitated life remaining the same in either case,-it was the god that died and was again called back to new life. For an appreciation of the Christian doctrine of resurrection we must consider the character and life interests of the primitive Christians.
Their numbers were recruited from the poorer classes and were mostly uneducated. Their interest in an after-life consisted mainly in the assurance that they would be resurrected in their bodily identity, in consequence of which their Easter message naturally took the turn that Jesus had risen bodily from the grave, and this belief has been incorporated more and more into the Gospel stories.
It is noteworthy that nothing is stated with more contradiction and obscurity than the resurrection of Jesus. The original report of the oldest and most authentic Gospel (which is Mark) ends with the statement that the grave was empty. We may be assured that the disciples believed in the resurrection and that they 
